THE VERMONT LAW REVIEW SERVICE AND
INSPIRATION AWARD

The Vermont Law Review proudly announces the second annual Vermont
Inspiration Award. The Award honors that member of the Vermont legal
community whose dedication to the common good most inspires confidence
in the students of Vermont Law School that an individual’s ideals can shape
the future of law and society. The Award is intended to recognize the unique
character and good works of many of Vermont’s devoted practitioners and
other members of the legal community. Vermont Law School students vote
for that member of the community whose work sets an inspirational example
for others. This year, the recipient is Attorney Gregory Packan. :

Mr, Packan was a well-loved member of his community, the North End
in Burlington. He was also a dedicated and respected member of the Vermont
Bar. He died recently in a tragic fire in his apartment building on North
Street.

Mr. Packan had cerebral palsy and was one of the first people with such
a disability to be admitted to the Vermont Bar. As an attorney, his most noted
accomplishments were in the field of children’s rights. His work prompted the
Vermont Legislature to pass laws recognizing children’s emancipation rights
last year; he founded the Advocacy Rights Council, which later was renamed
Children’s Legal Services; and he most recently spoke at an international
conference on children’s rights in Malaysia. He also helped found one of the
first court guardian programs in the country and served on the board of the
Champlain Valley Kids on the Block.

Mr. Packan was known for taking cases without charging a fee and for
a willingness to step forward, even for unpopular causes. Numerous
Vermonters can recount the life-changing role Mr. Packan played in their
lives, especially the children he served in his many years in practice. Indeed,
he consistently touched the lives of people with whom he came into contact
with his selfless, guiet dedication to helping others.

Mr. Packan has left a lasting impression on the Vermont legal
community. Vermonters will benefit for years to come from the strides he
made in the law. Mr. Packan truly is an inspiration to us all, and we are proud
to recognize him with this Award.






